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House of Commons.
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13TH.

BOARD OF HEALTH ACTS.

SIR B. HALL said, that after the Christmas recess he should
propose to repeal the Health of Towns Act of 1848, and the
Nuisances Removal Acts, and to introduce two entirely new
Bills upon the same subjects. He gave that early intima-
tion of his intentions, because he was aware that notices had
appeared for several local Bills. He would venture to suggest
to the local authorities that it would be advisable to incur as
little expense as possible in the first instance, as the provisions
of the Bills which he hoped to introduce might perhaps super-
sede the necessity of prosecuting the applications of which
notices had appeared.

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The following gentle-
men having undergone the necessary examinations for the

diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the meeting
of the Court of Examiners on the 8th inst.:-

BEERE, WILLIAM HENRY, Banbury, Oxfordshire.
BiRCH, JOHN PARRY, Cheshire.
CORBETT, WILLIAM HENRY, Kingston, Canada West.
DEVILLE, JEAN CHARLES AMEDEE ERNEST, Gerrard-street,

Soho.
ELKINGTON, THOMAS, Fenny Compton, Warwickshire.
GILBORNE, JOHN HENRY, Army.
O’CoNNELL, PETER, Waterford, Ireland.
ApOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen wlio passed

their examination in the science and practice of Medicine, and
received certificates to practise, on-

Thursday, December 7th, 1854.
ATwELL, JAMES BUCKLEY FALCONER, Wilmington-square.
BOOTH, JOHN GREGORY, Haslingden, Lancashire.
BROWN, THOMAS EDWIN BURTON, St. Alary-Axe.
CROFT, JOHN.
DouGLAS, THOMAS SADLER, Whitehaven, Cumberland.
HoDGSON, JosEpH WALLEY, Leeds, Yorks.
RAYMOND, LEWIS ROBERT.
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. - DOCTOR OF MEDICINE.-

First Division: Henry Briggs, University College; Richard
Neale, University College; William Roberts, University Col-
lege ; Charles Brodie Sewell, University College ; Thomas
Buchanan Washbourn, Guy’s Hospital.
SECOND EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF

MEDICINE.-First Division: John Crown Agnis, B.A., Uni-
versity College; George Buchanan, B.A., University College;
Henry Vandyke Carter, St. George’s Hospital; Wilson Fox,
B.A., University College; Frederick William Headland, B.A.,
King’s College; Thomas Hillier, B.A., University College;
James Champion Penny, St. George’s Hospital; Henry Robert
Silvester, B.A., King’s College; Julius Woldemar von Tunzel-
mann, University College.-Second Division: Alfred Playne,
King’s College; Henry Stevens, King’s College; Richard
Wilkinson, King’s College.
EXAMINATION FOR HONOURS.-Physiology and Comparative

Anatomy: George Buchanan, B.A., gold medal, University
College, F. W. Headland, B.A., gold medal, King’s College,
equal; Henry Vandyke Carter, St. George’s Hospital, Thomas
Hillier, B.A., University College, equal.-Surgery: George
Buchanan, B.A., scholarship and gold medal, University Col-
lege ; Thomas Hillier, B.A., gold medal, University College;
Henry Robert Silvester, B.A., King’s College; Henry Van-
dyke Carter, St. George’s Hospital; Julius Woldemar von
Tunzelmann, University College. -Medicine: George Buchanan,
B. A., scholarship and gold medal, University College; Thomas
Hillier, B.A., gold medal, University College; Frederick
William Headland, B.A., King’s College; Wilson Fox, B.A.,
University College.-Mid wifery: Henry Robert Silvester, B.A.,
King’s College; George Buchanan, B. A., University College.
FRENCH PATRIOTISM.-Dr. Jules Cloquet, inspired by

a generous feeling, has proposed to the Emperor to lend his
country house, situated on the sea-shore, near Toulon, for the
reception of officers of the army or navy wounded in the East.
Louis Napoleon has written to Dr. Cloquet to say that he
willingly accepts his offer, and congratulates him on the
patriotic and charitable manner in which he has proposed to
employ his’villa.

’ ABERNETHIAN SOCIETY, ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HosrITAL.
-We regret to learn that this debating Society, which was
founded in 1797, and remodelled in 1823, exhibits symptoms
of very rapid decline. Several officers of the hospital are,
however, taking active steps, with the concurrence of the
senior members, in an attempt to raise the Society to some-
thing like its former prosperity. On Friday, December 8th,
a special general meeting assembled, in order to investigate, if
possible, the causes which have led to the prolonged non-
attendance of the more distinguished members during the whole
of the present session. The two presidents of the Society for
the current year, Dr. Kirkes and Mr. Hutchinson, attended;
and other senior members and officers, such as Dr. Baly, Mr.
Chalmers Miles, and Dr. Edwards, were energetic and assiduous
in their endeavours to incite the majority of those present to
do everything in each one’s power to improve the forlorn con-
dition of the Society. After considerable and animated dis-
cussion, the meeting did not arrive at any unanimous conclusion
upon the object of their assemblage, and therefore another

special general meeting is summoned in the library of the
hospital at eight P.M. this day, and the "attendance of
members is earnestly requested."
BOROUGH OF MARYLEBONE.- AIR. JACOB BELL, one

of the candidates for this important borough, has always acted
with the greatest honour towards the medical profession. He
is opposed to "counter-practice" on the part of chemists and
druggists, and deserves the support of the medical practitioners
of Marylebone.
COMFORTS FOR THE WOUNDED IN THE CRIMEA.-

Our readers will be glad to learn that Mr. Hooper, of Pall
Mall East, had the honour of receiving an order on Wednesday
to submit his water-cushions and mattresses to the Queen and
Prince Albert, and that her Majesty was pleased to make a.
selection of different sizes, to be sent to Miss Nightingale to
relieve the suffering of our wounded soldiers who have so nobly
shed their blood for their Queen and country. These excellent

appliances have been in general use in H. M. Navy Hospitals,
Infirmaries, Asylums, and Unions for some time, as well as by the
H.E.I. Co. and the emigrant-ships; and we confess we cannot
understand why the army alone should be denied the comfort
they afford, and which we learn from our chief medical autho-
rities is greater than can be well conceived. We hope such
medical men as have had personal experience of their useful-
ness will, we trust, urge on their wealthy patients to follow
the example of our excellent Queen.
GROSVENOR-PLACE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.-In a para-

graph respecting St. Mary’s, which we inserted a week or two
ago, we made an observation that might be construed into an
injury to the School in Grosvenor-place, a matter which was
far from our intention. We mentioned that some of the pre-
parations belonging to Mr. Lane had been removed to St.
Mary’s, but we did not mean to imply that the museum of the
Grosvenor-place School had been damaged thereby. We be-
lieve the very fine surgical collection of Mr. Pilcher, and the
anatomical and obstetric museums of Mr. Blenkins and Mr.
Bloxam, are perfect of their kind, and that the materials for
teaching belonging to this School are altogether of a high order.
MEDICAL LIBRARY, OXFORD. -The "Radcliffe," at

Oxford, the medical library of the University, was favoured
with something new on the 9th inst. Dr. Acland, the successor
of Dr. Kidd, entertained about 500 of the &eacute;lite of the colleges,
to arrange the new museum shortly to be erected in this
city. The Radcliffe, usually as cold as St. Petersburgh, was
brilliantly lighted up, and warm from apparatus lately intro-
duced for that purpose by Dr. Acland. The Vice-Chancellor,
the head of the University residents at Oxford, was quite
complimentary to the medical faculty and medical gentlemen
invited. " The improved warmth of the library now in
winter," he said, was " only emblematical of Dr. Acland’s
own enlightened mind and warm heart." The recent regu-
lations for lectures on Medicine by the College of Surgeons
have given very general dissatisfaction.
THE WOUNDED IN TURKEY.-Most of the Russians

were shot low down in the legs or in the back, our troops all
in front; several shot through the chest were doing well;
more than one had the bullet split in two by the sharp edge of
the shin-bone. At one time the deaths were fifteen daily, and
the dead were merely sewed in sacks and placed in one grave.
About a dozen wounded Russian officers were in one room, the
great difficulty with whom seemed to be to prevent them
moving their bandages, as they thought the English surgeons
had poisoned them. Of sixty deaths, by the latest accounts
up to November 25th, not less than twenty-seven had died of
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dysentery and diarrh&oelig;a, twenty of their rounds. One surgeon
was called to see 127 wounded, while sixty-six of his men were
killed. Fifty-one more nurses, accompanied by a physician,
had arrived.
DUBLIN HOSPITALS.-A large deputation of medical

and surgical practitioners waited on the Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireland, last week, to gain his support for these institutions.
We believe the grants will be continued in a modified shape,
and would never be disturbed but for the popularity-hunting
agitation of the matter by certain census writers and other
functionaries.
THE HOSPITALS IN THE CRIMEA.-The English steamer

New York has been despatched, and is to be stationed off
Balaklava, for the conveyance of sick and wounded to and
from that port to Scutari. She has taken out for the French
army seventy-five ambulance carriages, medical and surgical
nf,.cessaries, biscuit, vegetables, flour, &c.; everything necessary,
in fact, to guard against scurvy or other diseases in the army.
APPOINTMENT.- Mr. Andrew Bolton has been ap-

pointed house-surgeon to the Newcastle-on-Tyne Infirmary.
SURGEONS FOR THE ARMY.-In consequence of the

great number of medical men required for our army, the Court
of Examiners of the College of Surgeons find it necessary to
meet three times a week to examine gentlemen, producing the
Director-G-eneral’s warrant to proceed to the East. We
understand the Court meets on the 18th, 20th, and 22nd, and
on each occasion with the full compliment.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING

SATURDAY, DEC. 9.-The weekly return continues to exhibit
a rather high rate of mortality, the number of deaths registered
in London last week having been 1331. That class of the

population which suffered most appears to have been the young,
656 deaths, or nearly a half of the total number, having
occurred to children under 15 years of age. Of these children
98 were carried off by scarlatina, and 103 by pneumonia, the
effect to some extent of recent lowness of the temperature.
Small-pox is also making progress, and was fatal in the week
to 19 children and 11 adults. 328 deaths were caused by
diseases of the zymotic class, and 303 by affections of the re-
spiratory organs, exclusive of 131 by phthisis.

Last week the births of 777 boys and 769 girls, in all 1546
children, were registered in London.

Obituary.

JOHN MORGAN SALTER, wrecked in H.M.S. Prince, off
Balaklava, aged twenty-one. Though so young, the de-
ceased was a B. A. of the London University, and was admitted
a member of the College of Surgeons so recently as the 15th
May last. The death of Mr. Salter has cast quite a gloom
over King’s College, of which institution he was a most

promising pupil, and from his quiet, gentlemanly deportment,
had secured the affection of professors, pupils, and all who had
the pleasure of his acquaintance. Mr. Salter leaves two
brothers in the profession to deplore the loss all have sus-
tained in his death. He was a nephew of Thomas Bell, Esq.,
F. R.S.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A Subscriber, (Margate.)-The letter has escaped our notice. Commnnications
of the description named are of the most objectionable character. Very
little benefit is derived by the party making them, and an incalculable amount
of mischief is done to the profession at large. We cannot believe that the
gentleman who wrote the letter was actuated by self-interest, hut that he
imagined he was rendering a service to the public. If our correspondent
will forward to us the paper that contains the letter complained of, wo will
give it our attention.

A. F.-Application should be made to the Paving Board of the parish. If the
nuisance is not remedied by that means, the matter should be placed before 
the Secretary of State. m IX. Y. 2.-Under the circumstances, no extra charge can be made for treating 
a case of fractured patella. ’

Mr. H. W.-As yet no authentic report of the trial has been published; the
plaintiff held a licence from the Society of Apothecaries. As soon as we can

procure an account of the trial, we shall make some observations on the
subject. Our opinion remains unaltered respecting our correspondent’s
legal right to recover.

A Young Surgeon.-We do not recommend particular works. There are
several recent publications on the subject, embracing all that is known up
to the present period.

A Rejected Candidate for’ the Diploma of the College of Surgeons.-The fol.
lowing are the arrangements for the examination of candidates, and we can
scarcely imagine any fairer mode of testing the qualification of students, as
far as a verbal examination is concerned:-In the examining-room, the
examiners sit at four tables, and the candidate is examined at each in que-
eession. No candidate can be entirely rejected unless the whole of the four
tables decide against him. Two examiners sit at each table, and both of
them must agree in their opinion of the merits or demerits of those who
come before them. No student can ever, therefore, be rejected by any one of
the examiners. Many unsuccessful candidates fall into a misapprehension
upon this point. If three of the tables pronounce in favour of a candidate,
although the fourth may be against him, he obtains the diploma. If two
tables should be against him, and two in his favour, he is not rejected, but
is aliowed to have a written examination on the following Friday after the

, oral examination. Many good men are sent back for the written exaniina-
tion, owing to not being able, from nervousness, &,e., to answer satisfactorily

I 
when before the Examining Board. We agree with our correspondent, that
many students who really understand their profession can place their ideas
and the knowledge they possess upon paper with more facility and correct-
ness than they can when stationed before their judges.

F.R.C.S.-The list appeared at the proper time. We cannot re-publish it.
M.D.-The Universities are now united. We agree with our correspondent
that the union will be of advantage to both institutions.

Clericus.-It is impossible. Still the evidence of the girl, if reliance could be
placed upon it, might lead to the formation of a tolerably rational conjec.
ture on the subject.

A. M.-The facts were published when the trial took place.
Aspice Finem will find the subject noticed in THE LANCET of December 2nd.
Machaon.-The subjects are not yet announced, but will appear in due time

in the columns of THE LANCET. Whatever changes may take place, it is
desirable that the examination should be passed. Labour expended upon
preparation will certainly not be lost.

J. T. had better consult some respectable practitioner. The disease is simple,
and easy of removal. The postage-stamps, which were enclosed in the
letter forwarded to THE LANCET Office, will be returned on a notification
being made as to where they may be sent.

M.D., (Liverpool.)-Whatever laws may be passed to regulate the profession,
regard will be had to the vested rights and privileges of those gentlemen in
practice who hold degrees or diplomas from recognised universities or

colleges. Our correspondent must not suppose that the Bill, to the draught
of which he has directed our attention, will, in its present form, pass either
House of Parliament.

R. W.-We shall be happy to receive the communication.
M.R.C.S. aud L.A. C.-In addition to the possession of the diploma of a

College of Surgeons, the candidate must undergo an examination by the
Army Medical Board.

An Old Subscriber, (Maidstone.)-Alfred-place, Bodrord-square.
Surgicus.-1. By examination.-2. A member of the College of fifteen years’

standing, who was a member on the 14th of September, 1843, will be ad-
mitted for ballot on presenting a certificate, signed by six fellows of the
College, of his respectability, and a declaration from himself that he does
not sell drugs, and dispenses medicines only for his own patients.

One who krcoxcs all about it.-Thanks for the information. It may be of essen-
tial service at the proper time. The letter marked for "return" shall be

preserved.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BIRMINGHAM.
To the Editor ofTHE LANCET.

SIR,-In your journal of December 2nd, mention is made of a testimonial
presented to me by the students of the Queen’s College upon my retirement
from the surgeoncy of the hospital. This, allow me to say, is an error. It
should have been the resident surgeoncy. Mr. B. W. Hall, I beg to observe,
was vice-president at the dinner, and not of the College, that distinguished
position being held by the Right Hon. the Earl Howe.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
Suffolk-street, Birmingham, Dec. 1854. BENJAMIN HUNT.

An Old S’ubscriber shall receive a private note, if he will send his address.
THE reports of the Harveian, the Western Medical, and Epidemiological

Societies, are unavoidably postponed.
ERRATA.-In the article on "The Parisian and London Hospitals," in last
week’s LANCET, p. 491, first col., line 22 from bottom, for Forille, read
Foville; also, second col., same page, line 6 from top, far Towers, read
Jowers.-Amongst the Communications, &c., p.498, for Mr. E. W. Furness,
read Mr. C. W. Turner.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from - Mr. Coulson;
Dr. Henry Hancox, (Brynmawr, Breconshire;) Mr. Howard; Dr. Collier;
Mr. W. N. Chipperfield, (Margate;) Mr. Southam; Mr. Day; Mr. Richard
Haughton, (South-end, Croydon;) A Young Surgeon; Clericus; A. M.;
Aspice Finem; Mr. Wilkinson, (Rotherham;) An Army Surgeon; Surgieus;
Mr. R. W.; It. M.; An Old Subscriber, (Maidstone:) Mr. G. Hopkins,
(Chapel-en-le-Frith;) Mr. J. Somerville, (University of Edinburgh;) Mr. J.
Turle; Dr. Andrew Clark; Mr. C. W. Turner; Mr. A. Bolton, (Newcastle ;)
Miss Master; Mr. R. W. Hall, (Birmingham;) Mr. B. Hunt, (Birmingham;)
Mr. C. Hugo, (Plymouth, with enclosure;) Alpha, (with enclosure;) Mr. A.
K. Maybury, (Emsworth;) Mr. Langford, (St. Clements;) Mr. E. A. Watson,
(South Somercot, with enclosure;) A Rejected Candidate for the Diploma of
the College of Surgeons; A Subscriber, (Margate;) A. F.; F.R.C.S.; M.D.;
Mr. Geo. Bodington; Machaon; J. T.; M.R.C.S. and L.A.C.; One who
knows all about it; An Old Subscrib2r ; &c. &-c. ’


